2io         LATER POETRY OF THE PERSIANS       [FT n

What do I gain by knowing that these spheres are poised and
revolving round suns, and are subject to two attractions ?

What affair is it of mine that the wind, that undulating air, is light
and dry above, and dense and moist below ?

What have I to say to this, that the moon marches round the earth,
the earth round the sun, and the sun in turn round another
sun?                                                                                  15

What should I say as to this ramat-metee being * soundJ or ' apoco-
pated,3 or this rajas-metre matwi or makkbtin1 ?

Or of accidence, syntax, the letters, the correct and solemn intona-
tion [of the Qur'a'n], or of the pauses of the Kufans or the
junctions of the Basra school2?

Or of etymology, riigtoric, eloquence, style, expression, calligraphy,
prosody or the varieties of poetical criticism ?

Or of biography3, jurisprudence, principles [of Law], controversy,
deduction, tradition, proof, exegesis, the Code and the Law ?

Or of drawing, geometry, algebra, observations, chronology, arith-
metic, mathematics and geography in all their aspects ? 20

Or of Politics, the Religious Law, agriculture, mining, philology,
National Rights, expenditure, taxation, loans and armies ?

Or of medicine, symptoms, anatomy, the pulse and the stools, the
properties of all the drugs, whether simple or compound ?

Or of talismans, incantations, interpretation of dreams, alchemy,
mechanics, astrology, ascendants, [magic] numbers, geomancy,
cyphers and spells ?

Or of the philosophical sciences, and logic, ancient and modern, or
of cautionary glosses and the sophistries of texts ?

0  waste not the coin of your life on such sciences, for a whole

world of men have suffered disappointment through such trans-
actions !                                                                            25
Turn from these sciences to knowledge of the Religion of the Truth4,
for, save knowledge of the Truth4, all is deceit and vanity.

1  The full explanation of these terms will be found in Blochmann's
Persian Prosody', or in any book treating of the metrical systems of
the Arabs and Persians.

2  The two great rival philological schools of early Islam.

3  'Ilmtfr-Rijdl (" the science of notable men ") means particularly the
biography and authority of the transmitters of religious traditions.

4 Or God* which is the usual meaning vfffagq amongst the Persians.
Gibb (Ottoman Poetry^ vol. i, p. 6o9-ad calc.} gives "the Fact" as a
translation suggested by one of his Muslim friends.